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Table 1- Comparative data obtained for the Partamona genus with C-banding; DA/CMA;" staining and AgNOs impregnation. *: Not assayed.

Partamona Pericentromeric 1* pair with Majority of pairs Large Positive band  Positive nucleolus References
species C' bands broadly with heteromorphic ~ correlation  staining correlation

heterocromatic ~ heterocromatic ~ DA/CMA;"  C'-DA/CMA;" DA/CMA;'/AgNO;

long arm short arms band

P. aff. nigrior yes no no no no yes Brito (1998)
P. ayilae no yes yes no * * Brito-Ribon (1999)
P. helleri yes no no yes yes yes Brito (1998)
P. mulata no yes yes yes * * Brito-Ribon (1999)
P. peckolti yes yes no yes no yes Present work
P. sp.n. yes no no no * * Brito-Ribon (1999)
P. vicina no yes yes yes * * Brito-Ribon (1999)

Figure 4 - Interphase nucleus submitted to: A) DA-CMA; staining, and B)
AgNOR staining. The arrows point at coincident positive staining points.
Bar=5 m.

Many studies have been carried out for a better under-
standing of the evolution of the Partamona genus: taxon-
omy revision (Pedro, 1998), provisioning and oviposition
process behavior of nine species (Azevedo, 2001); molecu-
lar study of B chromosomes of P. helleri (Tosta, 2001); mi-

tochondrial genome characterization of P. mulata and P.
helleri (Brito and Arias, 2001). In this context,
Cytogenetics can still contribute greatly to the knowledge
of the relations among Partamona species to further
cytotaxonomy treatment of the data. Nevertheless, to
achieve this purpose, more karyotype characterizations are
needed as many Partamona species persist even without
their chromosome number known. Furthermore, the better
comprehension of the relations among Partamona species,
especially at the cytogenetic level, will contribute to the
comprehension of the karyotype evolution of the
Meliponinae bees as a whole.
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